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REVIEW. 
[From the Monthly Anthology. | 


TRAVELS ON AN INLAND VOYAGE 
Through the States of New-York, Pennsylvania, 

Virginia, Ohio, Kentucky and Tennessee, and 

through the Territories of Indiana, Louisiana, 

Mississipfit and New-Orleans 3 frerformed in the 

years 1807 and 1808 ; including a tour of near- 

ly siz thousand miles. With mafs and Plates. 

By Cyrisvian ScHut?z, jun. Esg. Two vol- 

umes inone. New-York, printed by Isaac Ri- 

ley, 1810. 

{Concluded from our last] 

The city of New-Orleans, which, from its situ- 
ation and future prospects has become an object 
of so much interest, is thus described: 

“ The city of New-Orleans, which lies in lat. 
29. 57. N. and long. 89. 55. W. is situated on an 
island of the same name, on the east or left side 
of the Mississippi as you descend, Itis repula- 
iy laid out, the streets cross each other at right an- 
gies, and are generally about forty feet in breadth. 
The houses of the principal stveets nearest the 


river, are built of brick covered with slate, ule, or 


fire-proof composition. The back part of ihe 
town is chiefly built of wood. The middle of the 
streets are all in their natural siate, unpaved, but 
the side walks are laid either with brick or flat 
stone, which renders walking through the city 
tolerably pleasant, except when you have occa- 
sion to cross the streets in wet weather. 

“I'he city contains”at present nearly eleven 
hundred houses, an‘! its population is said to a- 
mount to twelve thousand souls. Is extent along 
the river, from the gate of Chupitoulan on the 
north to that of France on the south, is nearly one 
mile in length. It is about halfa mile in breadth 
from the river to the margin of tke swamps in 
the rear. the north,’ and the 
‘pates on the south,’ may probably impose upon 


‘the ‘gates on 


your ear, and convey an idea of thts being a walled 
city ; yet nothing can be iurther from the trath ; 
ior whatever these gates might formerly have 
been, there is nothin’ to besseén of them at pre- 
sent. 

“In the centre of the town is the site of thc 
reat cathedral church and town-house; aud in 
vont a square, now inclosed, and covered wit 
grass, Which was originally intended for a parade. 
A hiitle below this, on the Levee, is the market- 


house, which however is oniy .used lor secling 


ineat and dish. The whole Levce, tor neany 
. e, 7 SRR ee 
quarter of a mile above the mv Is GCCUDIEG a 
# public plaice for selling ar ; verpcescrip- 
lion. Vegetables of aime yamiid are here 
* 
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fish and meat are very poor. The poultty which t 
is brought from the upper cotintry, and the oys- 
ters from the Lakes, are both very tolerable. 

** The plan of a new custom-house has lately 
been marked outsnear the site of the old one, 
which is a miserable wooden building, long since 
abandoned to the negroes and Indians, and fast 
falling to decay. At the south-east end of the 
town the Ursulinénuns have a convent and chap- 
el, which are liberally endowed. Few of its for- 
mer inmates, however, chose to remain after the, 
change In the government took places but in 
consequence_of their violent prejudices against 
the Americans, whom they believe to be a nation 
of atheists, most of them retired to the Havanna 
or to Vera Cruz. . This eiiy was fortified, while 
in possession of the Spaniards, with works on the 
north, east, and south sides ; but these, since the 
cession of the country to the United States, have 
been considered of no importance, and suffered to 
go to ruin, excepting at the south end, where 
they have been much enlarged and improved. 
The barracks, which are large and spacious, are 
situated a little above the lower fort, and are kept 
in very good repair. 

“* Lhe Levee is en embankment of earth about 
six feet in height, raised to preventthe river irom 
overflowing the town and adjoining country, which 
lie below tue surface of the river. This embank- 
ment commences at kort Plaquemines, and ex- 
tends tothe head of the island, a distance ota 
‘hundred and thirty miles, making an excellent 
road about twenty feet wide, which is dry at ali 
seasons of the year. It passes directly in front of 
the town along the margin of the river, and aflurds 
avery pleasant evening walk, It formerly was 
lined with rows of orange-trees, but from a want 
of proper care and attention, there is but here and 
there one remuining. 

‘ Phe inlabiiants of New-Orleans are mostly 
French, and members of the church of Rome, 
who, notwithstanding the great influx of Ameri-| 
cans since the cession, stili ceampose three fourtis 
of the white population of the‘city. ‘Phe chureh 
service in the great cathedral, which is accompa- 
nied with a very fine organ,) is really sublime, 
ndas a form of worship, particularly calculated 
ito make adeep impression upon the tender minds 
pol youth, and cheifair sexin general. The Amer- 
pioans, althoug!. sufficiently numerous to form a 
lrespectabk cobgregauion, have no church, hor a: 
faras { caniearn, ate they at all disposed io gave 
the necessary encouragement lo @ presbyterian 
preacher, who has lately sctded in the towa, by 
vay ofexperimenty They seem upon the whoie 
to be satisfied that these’ things should remain 


sold in the greatest plenty and perfection ; but the 
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* Toe chapel of the convent of the Ursuline 
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j uns is small, but very neat within, being chieily 
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calculated fap the accommodation of that sister- 
hood. Public service is performed here regular- 
ly. The nuns are separated from the audience 
by a partition of lattice-work, through which they 





may barely be distinguished. “Their w num- ~ oo 

ber at present does not amount to more than for- 

ty or fifty, ie | 
“A summer residence fn New-Orleans must — ” 


be extremely disagreeable, as even at this early 
season I find itsintolerably hot and sultry. The 
evenings however are cool and pleasant, and, as 
this city has no public gardens or promenade, the 
Levee after sunset is crowded with company,who 
having been confined all the day to their hotites, 
seldom miss this favorable opportunity of breath. 
ing a little fresh air. 

‘* That unfortunate class of females, the mulat- 
toes, who from their infancy are trained in the " 
arts of love, are far from being considered in theme 
same humiliating light with those white ladies to 
whom they are nearly allied ip »prefession. Since 
custom has planted an insurt table barrier to 
their ever forming an honorable connection wit 
white men, necessity has compelled them to te- , 
sort to the practice of forming temporary engage- “= 
ments with those whom they may fancy. Engage-® 
ments of this kind are every day formed, for a 
month ora year, or 2s much longeras the parties 
muy be pleased with each other. ~ During any 
engagement of this kind it is im vain to solicitiim- 
proper favours: they are scenery as Brictly 
continent as the marriage ceremony could F 
bly make them. When the term 1s expir 
the lover géne, they accept of the mext 
thet may be made to them. This classo 
ciety of this city is so generally esteemed, t 
gentleman hesitates a moment in paying his com- 
pliments to those feniales belonging to it, whom 
he may meet with in the street or elsewhere. 
A far greater»degree of distinction prevails#a- 
mong tis class than even among the whites. 
They who are so many degree# removed from. 
the black that the connectio® is no longer visible 
in the skin, consider themselves as the ‘ best 
blooded ;’ und so down to those who are only one 
degree superiour to the blacks, whom they all 
treat with more contempt than even the whites 
do. 

‘¢ The whites, the quarteroons or coloured péd- 
ple, and the blacks, have each their separate 
amusements. The ladies divert themselves by 
riding in a single horse chaise, always driving 
cheniselves, accompanied by a female compan- 
ion, anda slave of tne same sex. You never see 
a coach with ladies in the inside, but you will at 
the same time find an equal number of female 
slaves behind ; no Maddy presuming even to cross 
a street or visit her next neighbour,, withottber 
favourite female slave to attend hei Seve 

*“ The gecson for balls is already past; of course 
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appears, that the fashionable pagrt of the city is di- 
vided into two ies, who have each their re- 
spective ball-roo ‘That of the whites is sacred 
to themselves, nor can any white lady, who is 
known to be in the least degree tainted withthe 
blood of Africa, ever gain admittance there. The 
coloured people have like wise their separate \- 
room, from which ail are excluded who have not 
some white blood intheir veins. ‘The white gen- 
ilemen of course are freely admitted, who gene- 
rally prefer this assembly to their own, which it 
at all times surpasses both in the elegance of its 


decorations, and the splendour of the dress of the 


company. AX 

*“ The amusements of the gentlemen are very 
much confined to billiards abroad, and cards at 
home, or at some appointed house ; and itis said 
they are generally too much attached to the botile 
after dinner. 1 must confess the few observa- 
tions I was enabled to make inclines me to Le- 

” Fieve there is some truth inthe report. 

“ This town, although not large, yet supports 
two French theatres, and both houses are in pei- 
eval crowded. The same distinction prevails ai 
the theatre asin th€ir assemblies. The lower 
boxes are appropriated to .he use of the whites 
and the upper to the people of colour. With re- 
spect to the performance, 1 found myseil incom- 
petent to make upa judgment, as my knowledge 
of the language was too limited to distinguish 
the merits of the respective performers. The 
theatres are open three times a week, but the fui- 
Jest and most brilliant audience is always cullect- 
ed together.on Sec evening.» I cannot but 
admire the policy @f Such an accommodating sys- 
tem of religion, which, while it provides for the 
salvaiion of the soul, takes care it Shall not inter- 
fere with the more important pleasure of the body. 

“Our Yankees feel not a little foolish upon 
their first arvival in this city, where the manners 
and amusement are so very different from their 
own. ‘Their delicacy is first offended, at finding 
most of the billiardtables placed inthe front room 
on A bette ty with ail the doors and win- 

ws open for the admission of fresh air, but en- 
tirely subject to the view of every passenger in 
the street. Yet this is but a Wifle, nm 6omparison 
to'the shock their piety receives on the first Sun- 

day morning after their arrival, by finding these 
tables surrounded by a much larger company, and 
the stroke of the cue and mace resounding from 
one end of the city to the other, 

“In the afternoon, a walk in the rear of the 
town will still more astonish their be wildered im- 
aginations with the sight of ‘wenty different dan- 
cing groups of the wretched Africans, collected 
together to-perform their wors/if after the man- 
nér of their country. They have their own na- 
tional musick, consisting for the most part of a 
jong Kind of narrow drum of various sizes, from 
two to eight feet in length, three ov four of which 
make a band. ‘Vhe principal dancers or leaders 
are dressed in a variety of wild and savage fash- 
ions, always ornamented with a number of tre 
tails of the smaller wiid beasts, and those who ap- 
peared most horrible always attracied the largest 
circle of company. ‘These amusements continue 

until sunset, when one or two of the city pa role 
show themselves with their cutlasses, and the 
crowds immediately disperse, 
‘inthe evening, on their return from the 
scene last méntioned, they may probably be at- 
tracted by the noise of adrym, which upon inqui- 
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theatre will commence in the evening !! I heard 
a gentleman from the eastward @xclaim, on re- 
turning from a Sunday tour through the city, ‘ O 
where are our selectmen of Salem ?” 

“Tb attending to the amusements of the whites, 
the yellows, aud the blacks, I had almos: forgot- 
ten to mention the reds, who may likewise be 
said to have their own national musick and dan- 
cing. These are a gang of poor miserable naked 
wretches, Composed of outcasts from the Tunica, 
Alibama, Chitiemaches, and Otacapas tribes, who 
reside in the vicinity of New-Orleans. From the 
facility with which they procure liquor they are 
constantly drunky not-even excepting thelr wo- 
men and children; and they exhibit such daily 
scenes of riot, obscene -dances, and intoxication, 
that they are indeed a nuisance tothe city, which 
calls aloud, for the interposition of the police. 

“ There is likewise an establishment in the ci- 


s * bo & \ += : 
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a8 > Che Balance. For 1841, 
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I shall hava opportunity of saying any thing H TY, they will be told is only a mode of giving no- } dent desire to commeMorate the day, to the best of my ' 
respectin hem, except information. It || tice to the publick, that the performance at the }] poor ability, Peame to the patriotic resolution, late on 





Wednesday evening, of celebrating in my own way, 
in my own family, and in my owm@loset. Accordingly I 
prepared, with all convenient speed, a song, and a set of 
toasts, which Inow give tothe reeder, purely for his edi. 
I drank seventeen toasts, lacking nine (which 











fication 
Was not so great a deficiency as sppeared inthe corpora. 
\ion procession, when compared with the bill of arrange. . 
ments)—and as to my song, for the sake of economy, I~ 
cut it up into eight distinct songs~and f have no doubtit 
will go well enough in as many different tunes ——Here 
they are:— 





TOASTS. 
1. The Gaol-Limits—They confine the dody only, while 
a mean and contracted spirit reduces ‘he goul to bondage. 
* Th’ oppressor holds 
The body bound, but knows not what a range 
The spirit takes.” 





SONG. 
1. 





ty called the Public Baths, which, although con- | 
-tructed upon a narrow scale,yetaffords ali the ne- 
cessary conveniences for the use of the warm and 
cold bath. I found myself so much invigorated 
alter a liberal use of the former, that I neglected 
no morning while in that city, of enjoying that 
pleasure, 

“ Boarding in New-Ovleans is not only expen- 
sive, but the accommodations at the boarding- 
houses areat best Indifferent. The tables in gen- 
eral are scantily served with solid dishes, anc 
most of these are composed of such indifferent 
materials,as seldom to excite any great degree of 
appetite} especially in those who have been ac- 
customed to a northern table. The common 
charge at the first-rate French boarding-houses 
is forty-five dollars amonth ; supper and wine not 
included. There is not, as yet, a single genéeed 
American boarding-house established in this city. 
Tbe two or three that have acquired that name 
are mere second.rates:: yet these afford a table 
better furnished at thirty-two dollars a month, 
than the others at forty-five.” 

The work of Mr, Schultz, which is written in 
the form of letters, is embellished with a number 
of plates and maps. The maps are taken from 
his own observations, and stated by him to be 
more correct than any yet published. A table of 
distances, and of latitudes and longitudes, of the 
principal places on the route is perfixed to the 
book. 














Editor's Closet— 


ON THE GAOL-LIMITS. 





MY OWN CELEBRATION 
OF THE 47H OF JULY. 

In the order of arrangements for celebrating the late 
anniversary of American Independence, published by the 
corporation, there was no station assigned to DeStors eon- 
Jineid on the Limits, nor did any part of the route of the 
procession lie on my narrow walks. But feeling an ar- 


T 0’ the body’sin limbo, the mind may take wing— 
(As the bird that’s encag’d seldom ceases to sing) 
Circumscrib’d in my limits, yet, free as the alt, 

(ll view the whole world trom an editor’s chair. 


—_—_ 


2 Independence—May we enjoy it in all places, times, 
situations and circumstances. 
iL. 
rho’ depriv’d of my freedom, yet not the less free, 
twill ne’er bow the neck—I will not bend the knee-~ 
Inclependent of ali—e’cn my song is my own ; 
For I made it myself, and I sing it alone. A 


3. ** The feast of reason and the flow of soul.” 
it 


What tho’ norich viands I venture to boast, 

Nor steep in libations each hacknied toast, 

Yet in feasting and drinking, P’li act out my part, 

And my toasts shall be sentiments warm from the heart. 
4. Splendid dinners and anniversary toasts—Gold can 

buy the one, and wine can wash down the other. 

* Dainty bits 

Make rich the ribs, but bankerout the wits.” 





ly. 
What is gold without goodness, or wine without wit ? 
Ask not the old miser, or dull tippling cit : 
Gold’s a god thatis worshipp’d by fools and by knaves ; 
And wine without wisdom turns freemen to slaves. 


_5. My Priends (in a bumper_)—My foes and false friends 
(in @ heeltap J— 


V. 
Since “ friendship’s a jewel we seldom can meet,” 
TRUE FRIENDS Na full flow-ane bumper Lil greet— 
W hive to foes and false friends, of the various secis, 
In heel-taps and drainings, Pil pay my respects. 


6. Oid friends with new faces. 


Vi. ia 
What magic affeets many ¢roups that pass by ! 
‘hat brow, low "tis wrinkled! averted that eye! 
See, see the masks drop—-see the cloaks blow sside! 
See deceit strive in vain its foul blotches to hide ! 


7. Politicians, who possess : 
‘* that glib and oily art 
To speak and purpose not.” 


VIL 
May the oil from their tongues be extracted with care— 
Cheir purposes sifted—their motives laid bare— ; 
May they, when by Balance they’te brought to the test, 
** Kick the ee if found wantiig in what they’ve pro- 
ess'd. =” 








8. My frail vessel, on the tempestuous ocean of politics. 


Vill. 
When tempests deform the political sky— ; 
The gulph yawns beneath, and the waves mount on high—" 
PLL COMMAND MY OWN sHip—at the wheel take my 
stand— 
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With her last plank go down, or come safely ¢o land. 
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Recife to make a Grand Processionmmon paper. 


On the 3rd inst. the corporation of this city, according 
to ancient custom, published the order of procession for 
the 4th. To shew how very popular this mode of celebra- 
ting the anniversaryOf American Ind@pendence, has be- 
come, it is only necessary to note the absentees from the 
procession. ‘Phe following is the order as published: 
Those printed in italics were absent. 


Major Marshal of Arms. 
Capt. Humphrey’s Troop of Jiorse. 
Capt. Cobb’s Rifle Corps. 

Capt. Walker’s Artillery. 

Capt. Vander Heyden’s Albany Volunteers. 
Major-General of Infuntry, Major-General of Cavalry, 
Brigadier- Generals, and Adjutant-General. 

The Orator. 

Band. 

Military Association, Military Officers of the U. S. and 
other Officers, in uniform. 

Capt. Mahér’s Greens. 

Mayor, Recorder, and Membersof the Corporation, pre- 
ceded by the Sherif’, Marshal, and Constables, 
with their Badges of Office. 

His Excellency the Governor and Suite. 

His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 
Secretary of State. a 
Comptroller. 
Treasurer. 
Survervor- General. 
Representatines in Congress. 
Members of the Senate and .fssembly of this State, and 
Officers of the two Houses. 
Chancellor. 
Chief Justice and Justices of the Supreme Court. 
Judge of the Court of Prodates. 
Judges of the Common Pleas and General Sessions. 
- MtorneysGeneral and District Attornies. 
Oficers of Chancery and other Courts. 
The Reverend Cleray. 
Physicians. 
Gentlemen of the Bar. 
Tutore and other Jisiructors of Youth. 
Corporations of the several Churches. 
Citizens and Strangers. 
Mechanics’ Society. 
The Albany Humane Society. 
Columbian Friendly Union Society. 
St. Patrick’s Society. 
St. Andrew's Society. 
Washington Benevolent Society of the City and County of 
Albany. 





—<_— 


TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 
i dispense with my usual variety of matter to-day for 
the purpose of giving the address of Mr. Smith entire.— 
On this production, I shall offer neither comment nor o- 


pinion. Whether Mr. Madison will be able to produce 


testimony to invalidate any of Mr. Smith’s statement, is a! 


question which time alone can determine. 

Several communications, articles of intelligence, and 
the weekly list of insolvents, are crowded out—and edito- 
rial remarks on various subjects, omitted. 
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THE KNELL. 


DIED, 


On Thursday morning last, Doct, HUNLOKE WOOD- 
RUFF, of this city, in the 57th year of his age. 


On Saturday, a little before noon, a man by the name 
of Black, who kept a stnall grocery in Liberty-Street, fell 
down in a store in Beaver-Street, and expired almost in- 
stantaneously. On carrying the body home, his wife was 
found dead, having suddenly expired about half an hous 
after her husband—As these persons were both weil i 
the morning, the extraordinary manner of their death 
has given rise to many conjectures—among which, one 
38, that they had by some means taken poison either ‘n 
their food or drink: But as no persen lived in the house 
with them, no correct infyrmation can be obtained on the 

- subject. 
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Politician, 
SS 
ROBERT SMITHS | 
Address to the People of the United States, 


To the people of the United States I owe an ex- 
position of the circumstances, which have produ- 
ced my resignation of the Office of pore af 
State. This duty, irksome as itis, itis my pur- 
pose now to perform. It is unexpectedly devol- 
ved upon me by the irresistable necessity ot obvi 
ating the honest misapprehensionsof some and the 
wanton misrepresentations of others. Constrained 
then, as I reluctantly am, to come forth, I have in 
the outset only to premise, that this exposiuon 
shall be nothing but a brief unvarnifised state- 
ment of facts, with the superaddition ofoniy such 
observations as may occasionally be necessary .o a 
distinct understanding of the narration, My ob- 
jectis the vindication of myself: And if in this 
vindication there shoutd be involved any serious 
questions as to-Mr. Madison, it willjonly be be- 
cause such a résult is ikevitable. In this under- 
taking, I have ah eye to the storm thatI will have 
to bufletgesastorm that will be excited by the 
parasites of power: but I, at the same time, en- 
joy the consolation of haying in my view the A- 
merican axiomy * Afeasures and not Men ;” the 
distihguishing characteristic of the indep: ndent 
people of arepresentative Republic. Besides, ut 
if a truth obvious to every understanding, and con- 
firmed by universal experience, that “ in allexer-' 
tions of duty something is to be hazarded.” — 

Mr. Madison’s offer to me of the mission to 
Russiay which he has allowed to be,‘ of the ut- 
most importance to the Commerce Of the United 
States and the most honorable appointment abroad 
that is in the gift of our government,” is demon- 
strative proof of his confidence in me, as to fidel- 
ity and asto capacity in pubiic affairs. 

This offer was accompanied with many observa- 
ions, in appearance respectfully made, as to the 
contrariety of opinion, that had unhappily existec 
between him and myself -with respect Lo certain 
measures and to certain ontinations, and in which 
he seemed to glance particularlyat the bills, touch- 
ing our foreign relations, that hadebeen introdu- 
ced by Mr. Macon at the sessigiof 1809-10, and 
at the non-intercourse law of the last session, A\l- 
(hough his language, in the offer of the mission 
and ia the accompanying obsefvations, “was not at 
all offensive, yet there were indications of embar- 
rassments and awkwardness; that excited in my 
mind a doubt as to his read object. Under the influ- 
ence of this suspicion, rising from my seat, I, with 
. decorum due toa President of the United States, 
distinctly informed him, that owing to our different 
views of many subjects, I had some time since 
formed a determination to withdraw from his ad- 
ministration ; that I had actually communicated to 
some of my friends this determination ; and to 
accomplish my purpose I had been only waiting 
for an occasion, wherein it conid be effected with- 
out endangering conflicting ugitations among our 
vespective friends+ and, i retiring from his room, 
{ remarked to himy. that I would duly consider 
whether the offer eftbe mission to Russia would 

ford such an opportunity. With inexpressible 

stonishment, heweyer, Lina few days learned, 
that during the fast session certain members of 
Congress had been enabled, in returning to theif 
respective homeg, to state, that this identical offer 
would be niade to me with the view of putting 
Mr. Munroe in the Department of State. » This 
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intelligence I, of course, mentioned witha becou,* 
Ing indignation.to Mr. Madison his applica- 
tion afterwards e for the resi of my reflec- 
tions on theypro mission. He;immediately, 
but with evidenticonfusion, protested that he had 
notin any manner whateve horised such a re- 
port, or even’such an idea. “T replied that I sure-” 
Tagesht not to attribute to a President of the Uni- 
ted States a transaction so base. But asa re- 
ort of so delicate a character had actually gone 

h, my sensé of honor could not hesitate a mo- 
mentin rejecting the offer of the Mission. Nor 
could I, upon the’ same principles, allow myself 
under such circumstanems to retain my Commis- 
sion of Secretary of State. I closed the conversa- 
tion by remarking with great composure, that 
there must have been in this affair a most shame- 
ful intrigu@y” And, with ve Sreats difficulty, I 
suppressed the inclination tit to tell him, that 
of this intrigue he. had’ vaiey:  pietats been the 
dupes ee “ 
‘The power of a Presidend of the U. States to 
remove any officer, other thana Judge, will not be 
controveried. Nor willany pretension be set up 
so absurd as a right to an office. But it is main- 
tainedtha: this power cannot consistently with the 
genius of ourgovernment and with therespect due 
to the Senate, be exercised,as under an arbitrary 
despotism, at the mere capfice of the Chief; but 
that in every such exercise of power a President 
of tfe United States must netessarily act upon his 
responsibility to his constituents for the rectitude 
of his motives. This brings me to the ground to 
be examined, namely, the measures alluded to by 
Mr. Madison, upon which has been founded hi 
conduct towards me on this occasion. Ea 
then, of the several measures, important or un- 
impeértant, in which the s been, at any time, 
a difference of opinion en us, I will now, 
unreservedly, in distinct articles, present to the 
view of the American people, with a hope, per- 
haps delusive, that they will therein find an apol- 
ogy, if not a justification, in my behalf, 

ist. The following letter was not prepared in 
virtue of any direction, or even intimation from 
Mr, Madison. It was written and sent by me 
| when he was at his seat in Virginia. Before his 

departure from Washington ner owever knew, 

that I had it in contemplatidiiiée e such acall 
upon Mr. Erskine, and, as he Had expressed no 
cisapprobation, it of course took place. But 
have since lcarned that be was not a little di8plea- 
sed that such an enquiry had been at all stirred. 
My fellow citizens, in reading the letter and in 
adverting to the denoxement, will, I trust, have no 
difficulty in estimating the purity of my motives, 
and as little in discovering the ground of his dis- 
pleasure. 
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“Mr. Smitn Te Mr. Ersxtye. 


Departwent of State, Auzust 9, 1809. 
Sin—I have just received from “¥. Pinkney letter 
inclosing a printed paper, purporting to | copy ofa 
despatch to you from Mr. Canning, which States among 
other things, that “ from the report of your conversations 
with Mr. Madison, Mr. Gallatin and Mr. Smith, it ap- 
pears, 

Ist. “ That the American government is prepared, in 
the event of hig majesty’s consenting to withdraw the ory 
ders in council of Juntay and Nov-mber. 18U7,to with- 
draw contemporaneously on its part, the interdiction of 
its harbors to ships of war, and all non-intercowrse and 
non-importation acts, so far as it respects Great-Britain, 
leaving them in force with respect to France, aiid the 
powers which adopt and act under her decrees. 

2d. “That America is willing to renounce during the 
present war, the os of carrying on in time of 
war all trade with the enemies colonics, from which she 








was excluded during peace. 
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* $d. © Great-Britain, for the purpose of securing the op- 
eration of the o, and the dena fide intention of A 


mertca, to pre er citizens fromapading with France, | 
and “ come dopting and actir er the French de- | 


considered as being af liberty to capture | 

aN Aaibican ve as may be fund atcempting to | 
trade with the ports ny of these powers; without 
‘which security for t servance of the embargo, ‘be 

raising it nominally w wth respeet to Great- Brit ain 
would in fact raise it with respect to all the world” 

Lhave the honor to request you to favor me wiih such 
explanations . as your candor will at once sug in reda-. 

tion to these imputed conversations 
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Yielding to their im- 


the 
view 


rights of nited States. 


nO rtumities, he finaliy sept to Congress the fo! - | 


lo wing message ; Ps 


“ The President's Messace to both Houses of Congress, de 
livered on the 3d of Januany, 131d, 


To the Senate and House of Represent atives of the Uni- 
te <i States 


Theac: atuige rizing a detachment of ane hundred thou 
sand@vken froMf the militia will expir@ on the 30th of| 


March next. Its early revival is Te@omme 
that timely steps may be taken for arrangements, such 


I furbear to express to you, sir. the surprize that is felt 74s the act contemplated. 
atthe extraordinary pretensions that is ‘set fartly | im this i Without interfering with the modifications rendered 
letter of instructions, an@Pespecially at the expectation Hj me necessary by the defects. or ae egyerary of the laws 
that this government vonls as a pecliminary, recogu ze ff Fe stri@tive of commerce and navigation, or withethe policy 
conditions, bvo of which are so manifesily ir rrecone:t bie |] of disallowing to foreign armed. seinie. the use of our 
to the dignity and interest of the Unite d st: ites. I, hew- i waters; it falls within mv duty to recommenc also, that 


" 


ever, would remarls that had you deemed it prey 
communicated in eciensa this letter, itpw 
wopossible far the Prvsident to have percet¥ed in its con 
ditions or in its spirit, that conciliatgry disposition which 
had been prolvssed, and which, it was ina: oped, hac really 
existed. $ 
Tam, &e. § SMITE.” 
Tite Hom D AL? 4 Lysine, 
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2d. There was a serious difference of opinion 
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in addition €@ the preeautionary measure authorized 
that act, and to the regular teeaps, for compicuag U 
gal establiggment of which enlistments are renew ed, 
ery neces#ary provision may be made, for a volun 
force of twenty thousand men, to be enlisted for 
neriod, and held in astate of organization and rcadimess 
‘or actual service, atthe shortest warning. 

i submit to the consideration of Cangress, moreo 
the expediency of such a classification and orgamizati 
of the militia, as will pape insure prompt and 
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state paper whichhas come under my inspec- 
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a suget | 
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iny 
tien. It is so cautiotsly ex xpressed that every 
nan puts what co natruction upon it he picas es, 
Is he tor war! The message breathes nothing but 
lestruction and bloodshed. Is Be for peace ‘ the 
message ismere milk and water and whally pa- 
cific. Is he for the bill before you? The mes- 
sauce calls for iis passage. Is he a friend to a 
farge standing, army‘ Why then the message 
means 20,000 regular Is he a friend to 
th Nilitia ? The message does hot cali for regu- 
aI means militia. Thus, sir, this 
message means anv thing, or nothing, at the will 
:e conmmmentator. “Hf this ppessag re is oracular’ 
in its n it was no less n iracul its 
TO nulgauion. The new spapers ‘Oo the east of 
ted that Such @@Messare wouid it be celiver- 
stated its contents nearly one week before 
-acbed the two Heuses of Congress. To ac- 
for this wv, MENON, is neither within my 
; hor province 
he non-tntercourse law of the 
sian was also the device of Mr. Madison. 
was introduced by President 1al machines, 
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between Mr. Madison and myself upon the bis | aids, from that source, adequate to emergencies, which oe 
. hi se 2s “ —- may call for them i S01 at his st stute b 3c Vi tewed iy aS it ourht ta be 
touching our jereign reiadons, waoica was intro- ie ae fe , ; = Eun snexion with, and named a 
: . : . , t will rest wit them aiso, to termine R@w far fur. | (12 con S10 nd as emanating fror the use 
duced by M as Macon eariy in the session QO. ther provisign mMiuyv he expe 1. an 5 X - At > > Ps eee o © \i x +1 ' : ; 2 NM the iy 
re - Soe . . mac fa “’ ve Pe aient, ror putting into aclUlai of - iay > + ig i 2, then Ww) aa we h il e to look for He 
1809m0. The policy, developed in tha: bill, be- || service, if mecessary, amy part of the naval armamemt}| « /; * required by that law. maumelyv. t! 
> ° . a ; “-.. Ss | te A as u i » Mk . “ 2 iV. the acti 
came at once a subje f universal disapproba- || "ot now employed t] an of ti Dal: - 8; ’ tclual 
. diosa vi : ( revocation Of ti ruin a Mitlan dec ; 
tion. Nat a word in Its tavor wis to be tound in At a period presenting ng features i n the cond ict i tor- . [ oe men pA ow lid so n pr ee ° 
P . . : 20 mn powers towarcs the U: is wr} noes. an ft tor revocation cid Im fact ft: piace, as - 
any print. It was, therefore, most forcunately |) thom the nec Ae ve sai = Unit : mary a ch impose. on | clared by the proclamation, ¢ . ~ place; as de 
e . - 4 Siiaes ti ne n a Sify i rec3 tronary measures invol vin Cli 7 Ww the HrociRzt wik nD. en ne \ > 
not forced upon the nation. In its “ ice, howev- | expense, it isa happy gor leration that such is the soli ie le Rete. at sees? | seh of May, 
x = i Ral : a — 30 comm inic fec as lt ia vecn ' .¥ tive ty 
er, was substituted the act of May 1810, which || state of the public c redit, that reliance can be justiy pla- || “ae seth « 7 the cxecutive to 
FN : - - rit the tw lugeren! powers, did be » heen fi 
the voice of the people in the expression of their | ced, on any legal rovisiON that May be ma e for resort- | Oo DC: se pe a + ad become fftso Juc 
hee ; : -. : | Payee Sone 4 |a compact between tne U.S 
indignation, im derisionycalled Macon No. 2. Woe at ~~ joe oem, ~ . ae “" ees Ete thet stage — 38a — and 
: . . ail ; JURUGry 3 a AME ML- i) in toat case neither party 1ac ice t : 
ii that odium, which these two bills had ex- }| a ee i l perty had aight t¢ disre- 
y at . le ia tile al |vard, or by law to change, its stipulate rms 
cited throughout the United States, was by acer- i! To this Messace IT had the follan ing objections ,° 7 a: ' apes se, US Stipul ated terms 
J A C ide i ind "ont HionSs as tnis oover ' arf 
tain manage neme fi upon Mr. Macoft and | iti Lara : ih nity amepras conle ssedly 
, ; Tf the honor am@ the interest of t i did bv the non-intercourse act of the last session 
thant. Je these res, aS unwise as hu- |} St ee + lid in fact impertously call for war, tl | T ict of May 1810, j “ er Sasi, 
€S Gid ill ta C { par n, e act ot iay i8tQO, If1 sorr ‘al tems 
miliating, Mr. Madison was not seemiby his con- | ; oy > weg ge 310, If is a sorrowlul truth, 
instead of the half-way measur con uemplate tin } did net previce tor several obvious case —— 
stituents. Nota suspicion was entertained that : : ; vious cases, where- 
- ti oteumeiines } =. at) the message, the recommendation ought to have |} m our merchants must necessarily | » heet 
he had amy partictpation in acts so poorly calcula- || heen. that uJ ial AES ‘ aave i a “ lust nece ily have been 
is : d oi 1, that the abundant physical resources of the |} much injurec 1 event rat la » he 
ted to effectuate their protessed purpose of a- | TE iy - k = 9 + irces he T cn nyurec me, the event ¢ mat law he e been 
; . = : ; || nation should be du! ranized and brourht forth |} carriec into ede the ceide form. in & <. 
yenging the insults, of repairing the in uries and wi ager or ee etectin the crude form in which i 
> 4 - > ° . 2 a t with a cone; t at W ould BHequiy CALY munhliest if | i gd seen Aasse ; 4 dE t! 11s rmmp ">t ' fon. ~ se Pe on 
of mauntunmg the rights of the United States. |] home an nil aaa apes est at |} Mm passed. thai Iprovidence our e@jtt- 
/- “ ’ ; , ce me aha ao1rou : ination to take 2 manly |} = Mmicvat, In C ve ee we 
Vo account, then, fer the very acute sensibility || stand. and, especially et u wb sete hei ‘Ren m case, well have complained 
Aap ‘ Ke ‘) tand, and, especially, as suc precaull ry ¥ their ‘ese tres. Fvecuti: 
of Mr. Madison as to these two bills, it bas be- || measur P Y> ich a precautionary |} 4g0) rer: epresentatives, Executive as well 
“adi ? . :- |} measure has, mot unfrequently, had the effect of || 45 Legislative: but, from it our Governmer 
come indispen necessary to the purpose of | eeentee> wii ; On h oF Ue 
dies ; a a SVL UGS Wer it most assurediy could not hare ceduced a richt t 
this address to draw*the mysterious curtain, that |} 2¢. Ef war was not th ie y could not hare deduced a right t 
. . : ss ei li war Wa not the re@i obiect, } »|\ and _— Po mi E +r 
had at firstemtirely, and yet does in Reng as i : abject, wi hence was of itself the conditions of the compact. The 
Dart, the negessity of filing the public mind with the |} other party might, indeed, fror 
these tramsactions, aad to state to my countrymen ; © i alee ee = ACE Paery ht, Gced, rom 2 sentiment of 
hat Me t | alarm of war’ W nenee tie propriety of expend- |} compassion lor our artiess simplicity, h “2 
that t repro pated bills, usually called M: icon’ . j ae: Rat treneure . - t i 4 pei ~Utla) ' ‘ i ai uess Sin 1p l iV, have cone 
- li weasures Li caliil to arms. 20.000 suc! > ‘ — ~h . . 
bill No. 1,and’Macon’s bill No. 2, were in fact a > When L ; wf ms 20,000 such |! sented to such a cl ange - but without such an 
. . : ” ok ae ? Whence t olicy of trifling with the man- | acquiescense, it c 
the speciak contrivance of Mr. Madison himself; |l ty. o Sani Fr. oad fing with the man- || acquiescense, tt could not upon any principle of 
hi — mself; |i ly, generous feelings ofa brave, hon a io Cuiceg “puseynee “Rea 
that they were lis, grea and efficient measures of | Me 9 en S >. a ; € " mor ab en nacurai Of i? dil ic al iaw oe de e. 
. z , mes li terprizinge people, as are the pecpile he Tinie +} If howeve a ORR —o 
the $essi0n ; . that inste ad of beins recommended 2 Sia = i i 4 c pecpbie of tne VU pi | bi nowever (ne pe! orott i rench did rot 
> stam ue ft tates. . Cat — oe 7 : — . 
fo Congress by the Pre sident himself. s the c "a ° ‘ Wim ract revoae, as ceciared DY the pro lamations 
2 . - + . 4 _ . aty as 4c con- | Re: a a At all events. whatever may have be 2 ti 2 ina: e BRerlin ocl iil: ] : t _ ; -— 
stitution has wisely required, they were several 4 Fabic “a ied bay o36 bechine me Deriin and whiian decrecs. the act of Muay cid 
j ‘ ; z } - i VC ai= et : [ > lle¢ Nocuvity +f +! : — te —a ie ‘A 
iy thro ug 1 acertain mesaium ian te Pty Tr. Mf oie i ct, tue stud e 4 am! 5 44L¥ Git 1e lan sua e | noi. cecome a COMpact bet weeh the | 3 . S: ates sud 
} egal it. Jda- |} of the message formed of itseifa sufficient objec E Seance. and in thal = 
con to 4 it wouid seem, by him recom ™e } i tion oe Ma a C.lt OUjiCC- } 45 ~<+ AlitA st) LIE Case, Is im} pe | al mare ty hy id 
ica. «Cf ; (jt is 2 1g on ity i... r clie eae } = — vT nanan £ - . 

Of these two measures, which were alike re- || i tus ambiguity Mr. Madison was du pue im against this covernment, tou! upen 
— a © : 2 , : a apprised. Anc » € was 7 rePceaen _S = i» lec Sey = Te . . haz — 
gar less € prosperity and of the honer of the || l, as was ee SSeee | am ute, to enforce the non-intercourse® a- 
Unite cx | ; ' ot the || Congress, not comprehending its me ran , + the vi: 

nited » LE could not permit myself to be || ed. but in vain. for the reauia: RS meaning, appii- || Bainsst the er belligerent. 
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e advocate, and, especially, as I was well per- |i length, a refudlicun Senat SS n, was the evidence which bad indu- 
suaded the ro: : = es an Senator, distingw@ished by his a et ee 

e that 1g od sense, the honorable prin -j- He yan cs Cte Recipes aa CU -75 tO COMSiCrer these cecrees ri opeale ed, 
ns wy : t au | OuUb +1 Cioies as 2 ates Ian. 2s well as hy i - al . ' - : 
ples and the patriotic feelings of my countrymen |} inc lependent feelines pee ee on ns bad accordingly induced them to pass 
in nae ) ane D enaert iee.nes as a centieman, did , very jf a. by REF, 5 ~ cues ; ; 
would utterly condemn them. \ ble speech make amon: — ee Oe ee | D-niercourse law To the President in 
$d. Du ring | the session @F 1309-10, certain | ch make among other topics, thefollow- || this, as in every other case touching our fvreign 
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in pursuance of this recommendation, did Con- 
gress pass the act called thé non-intercourse law 
of the last session. 

This non-intercourse law, let it be distinctly 
kept in mind, was passed after’the arrival at 
Washington of the new French minister, viz. on 
the 2d day of March, 4811. And I have more- 
over, to cutreat my countrymen deliberately and 
dispassionately to view i: in connexion with my let- 
ters* to Gen. Armstrong, of the 5th of June, and 
5th of July, 1810, with my letter to Gen. Tur- 
reau, of the 18th December, 1810, and with the 
information hereafler detailed in the 8th article 
of this address. Amd then, I trust, they will 
have a clear perception of the real ground of Mr. 
Madiso:.’s enmity to me with respect to this mea- 
sure. 

Notwithstanding the precise protestation, sol- 
emnly communicated to the French Government 
and openly promulgated to the whole world, in 
virtue'of the letters from the State Department 
of June and July 1810, that “ a satisfactory pro- 
vision for restoring the property, lately surprized 
and seized by the order or at the instance of the 
French Government must be combined with a re- 
peal of the French edicts with a view to a non-in- 
sercourse with G, Britain,” yet itisa fact that be- 
fore the passing of the non-intércourse law of the 
jst session, viz. on the 20th February, 1811, the 
French Government did officially and formally 
through their minister, Mr. Sururier, communi- 
cate to this Government their fixed determination 
not to restore the firofierty that had been so seized: 
And moreover, from the Information, which had 
been reccived by Mr. Madison, prior to the dat 
of ihe non-intercourse law, it was at the time of 
ussing it, evident to my mind, that the Berlin and 

ilan decrees had not been revoked, as had been 
-clared by the proclamation. 

Sih. At the session of Congress 1869-10, a 
liw was passed making some new regulations as 

ministers and barbary consuls, To this law, 

r. Madison saw strong objectlons—so strong, 
ndeed, that he has h rto utterly disregarded 
provision Not having deemed it advisable 
he time this bill was submitted to him for his 
probation, to return it with his neyative, and 
lot having considered it expedient at the last ses- 
ion to recommend, as the constitution requires, 

peal or its modification ; he, ata late period 
of the session pressed me much to prevail upon 
some member to introduce, with that view, a bill 
into Congress. I remarked to him, as respectiul- 
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tract ef a fetier from the Secretary of St ite to Genera! 
Aruscrong, dated June Sth, 1810 


“ 1° however the arrangement contemplated by the law 
should be acceptable to the Fiench Government, you will 
understand it te be the purpose of the President, not to 

occed in giving it effect, in case the late seizuré of the 
sronerty of the citizens of the United States has been fol- 
owed by an absolute confiscation, and restoration be fi 
nally refused. The only ground, short of a preliminary 
restoration of the property, on which the contemplated ar- 
ran vement ean be made, will be an understanding that the 
< nfiscation is revertible, and that it will be come imme- 
diately the subject of discussion, with a reasonable pros- 
pect of Justice to our injured citizens” 
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letter from the Secretary of State to General 


Puctract of a of Sta 
istrone, dated July Sih, 1810. 
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«“ Aghas been heretofure stated to you, a satisfactory 
am ° tramne tha nror rty larolu Gu? iz ><] and 
provision for restorng the property lately sup ~ - 
seized by the order, orat the instance of the Fre es 
Government, must be combined with a repeal of the 
French edicts with a view (\o a Non-Intercourse with G. 
Britain such a provision being an indispensable evide nce 
{ purpose of France towards the U, States, 
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ery kind of private interapeddling with the busi- 
ness of members of the Legislature, and, espe- 
ciaby, to such secret moces of recommending 
public measures tothe consideration of Congress. 
He received my vemark with great perturbation 
was evidently much displeased. 

Owing to the untoward provisions of this Taw, 
and to the unfortunate rules of Mr. Madison’s eal- 
culating policy, six at least of our functionaries a- 
broad, not holding their appointments as this law 
directs, are not entitled to, and cannot receive the 
compensation provided by law for theirservices. 

6th. Sensible as I have ever been to the insults 
and injuries which the United States have receiv- 
ed, again and agaia, from Great Britain, I have at 
no time been blind to thé reiterated outrages of 

‘rance.—And whatever may have been fiy view 
of the edicts and proceedings of either of these 
powers, compared with those of the other, I, in 
my discussions with their respective functiona- 
ries, have invariably had my eye steadily on the 
rights, the interest, and the honor of the United 
States. Never have I felt adisposition to identi- 
fy my country with either of the belligerent na- } 
tions. Never did I abstain from asserting the 
rights, or from vindicating the honor of the Uni- 
ted States from an apprehension that cither France 
or Great Britain might thereby be exhibited to 
the world in an odious point of view. The fol- 
lowing draught ef a letter toGen. Armstrong was 


the letter* of the Duke of Cadore, to which it re- 
fers, had been received. It was in the usual 
form, laid before the President for his approba- 
tien. He, however, objected to the Sending of 
. . ° ? . aD 
it: and as there is reason to believe that this very 
letter constituted part of the ground of the hostil- 
ity of Mr. Madison to me, it is but proper to give 
it publicity. 

Copy of the draught of the letter proposed to. be sent to Gen 

e Armstrong. 
PeparTMENT OF STATE, June —, 1811. 
Gen. Armstrong, 

Your letters of the —, with their respective enclosures, 
were received on the 2ist day of May, 

In the note of the Duke of Cadore nothing can be per- 
ceived to justify the seizure of the American property in 
the ports of France, and in those of heraliies. The facts, 
as well as the arguments which it has assumed, are con- 





* The letter of February 4th, 1810, from which the following 
as an extract. 

“His Majesty coukl place no reliance on the proceed. 
ines of the Umied States, who, having no ground of com. 
piaint against Frence, comprised her in their acts of ex- 
clusion, and since the month of May have forbidden the 
entrance of their ports to French vessels, under the pen- 
alties of confiscation. As soon as his Majesty was ain 
formed of this measure, he considered himself bound't 
order reprisals on American vessels, not only in his terri 
torv, but likewise in the countries which are under his in- 
fluence. Inthe ports of Holland, of Spain, of Italy, and of 
Naples, American vessels have been seized, because the 
Americans have seized French vessels. The Americans 
cannot hesitate as to the part which they are to take— 
Thev ought either to tear to pieces the act of their indepen- 
dence, and to become again, as befure the revolution, the 
subjects of England, or to take such measures as that their 
commerce and industry should not be tariffed by the Eng- 


at least has its Assembly of Representatives and its 
Men without just political views, withaut honor, 
ey, may alledge that payment of the tribute 
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but why will they not perceive that the English will 
no svoner have obtained the admission of the principle 
then they will raise the tariff in such way that the burden 
at first heht, becomifig insupportabie, it will then be ne- 
cessary to fight for interest, after baving refused to fight 
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fated by events known to the world, and particularly by 
that moderation of temper, which has ini distin. 
guished ‘toe Ane government toWards the beili- 
gerent natiors. Aft orbearance equalled only by our 
steady observance ofthe laws of neutrality, an 


mutable principles of justice, it iggwith no litle surprise 
that the President discerns in thle government a 
disposition to represent the United States as the original 
age r. Anact of violence, which under existing cir- 
cumstances, is scarcely less than an act of war, necessa- 
rily required an explanation, which would satisfy not only 
the United States, but the world. But the nove of the 

tke of Cadore. insead of a justification, has not furnis!- 
ed even a pla‘isib'e pa liation, or a reasonable apology for 
the seizure of the American property. 

There has never beef a period of time when the United 
States have ceased to protest against the British orders in 
council, With regard to the resistance with which the 
United States may have deemed it proper to oppose to 
such uniawful .westrictions, it obviously belonged to the 
American gov ent alone to prescribe the mode. Ba 
sysiem of exclusion of the vessels and mer¢handize of the 
belligerent powers from our ports has been preferred to 
war, if municipal prohibition has been resorted to instead 
of invasive retaliation, with what riéty can the Empe.- 
ror of the French pretend to see in that methodof pro- 
ceeding any thing else than a lawful exercise of sovereign 
power? To construe the exercise of this power into a 
cause of warlike reprisal is a species of dictation, which 
could it be admitted, would have a tendency to subvert 
the sovereignty of the United States. 

France has converted our law of exclusion into a pro. 
text for the scizure of the property of the citizens ofmle 
United States. This statute waiialso in force against the 
vessels of Great-Britain. If its operation had been consid- 
ered by the French government as of sufficient efficacy to 
justify this pretended reprisal, chat very operation as it 
would have been more severely felt by Great-Britsin, 
ought also to have been considered as constituting a re- 


sistance to her orders, the non-existence of which resist. ’ 
auce has been stated by the Duke of Cadore as the pre. . 


text for the act of vidlence exercised on the Amer can 
The United States having resisted the Dritisiy 
orders, the real ground of complaint would seem to te 
not so much that the American, government has not re- 
sisted a tax on their naval Aha it*has likewise re- 
sisted the French decrees, whi id assumed a preserip- 
tive power ovemithe policy of the United States as repie. 
hensible as the attempt of the British government to levy 
contributions on our trade was obnoxious. Placed ina 
situation Where a tax was proclaimed on the one hand, 
anda rule of action prescribed on the other, the United 
S ates owed it to their own honor to resist with corres- 
ponding measures, the cupidity of the one and the pre- 
sumption of the other, When the American government 
sees in the provisions of the British orders an assump- 
‘ion of maritime power, in Sontrevontane the law of nu- 
tions, how can it fail also to perceiv the French de. 
ctees the adoption of a principle equally derogatory and 
injurious to the neutral character of the United States. 

The pretension of subjecting American navigation to a 
tax, 2 advanced by the British orders of November, 7, 
wasin reality withdrawn by the order of the 26th of A. 
pril, 1899. Yet ten months subsequent to the recal of that 
pretension, its alledged existence is wade the basis of re- 
proach against the American government by the Emperor 
of the French. [ would be fruitless to comment upon 
the disposition te insist upon the prevailing influence cf 
a fact which no longer exists~which, when it did exist, 
was uniformly combated, and the final extinction of which 
was the manifest consequence of the measures of this gov- 
ernment. 

Ifthe American government had scized French vessels, 
as erroneously assericdin the note of the Duke of Ga 









lore, 
the occurrence could only have been attriby to the 
temerity of their owners or commanders, pafier a 


previous notification, from the Ist of March to the 20th of 
May, of the act of exclusion, would have strangely pre- 
sumed upon impunity in the viclation of a prohibitery 
municipal law of the United States. Had France inter. 
dicted to our vessels all she ports within the sphere of her 
influence, and had she giggma warning of equal duration 
with that given by our y, there would have been ne 
cause of complaint onthe part of the United States. The 
French government would not then have had the opportu- 
nity of exercising its power, in a manner as contrary to the 
forins as Lo spirit of justice, over ihe property of the citi. 
zens of the United States. 

It was @thall times,dn the power of France to suspend, 
with regard to herself, our acts of exclusion, of which sbe 
complains, by simply aanulling or modifjing her decrees, 
Propositions to this effect have been m o her govern. 
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ivemt through you. They were not accepted. On the 
« anivary, a polieyewas preferred which was calculated to 
produce any other result ¢hao that_of a good understand. 


ine between the two countrics. By the act of Congress 
give last’Session an opportunity is again afforded to his 
perial sty to establish the most amicable relations 
between the United s and Frarce. Let him with- 
draw or modify his decrees ; let him restore the proper- 
tv of our citizens so unjustly seized, anda Jaw of the U- 
nited States exis's, which authorises the President to 
promote the best possible understanding with France, 
and to impose a system of exclusion against the ships and 
merchandize of Great-Britain in the event of her failing 
to conform to the same just terms of conciliation. In 
fine, as the Emperor will now be acquainted with the fact, 


conversition with Gen. Turreau upon the subject 
in my interview with him in relation to ceriili- 
cates of origin. In the course o1 the correspon- 
dence which thence ensued, I was greatly checked 
by the evident indications of utter indifference on 
the part of Mr, Madison. Instead of encoura- 
ging, he absolutely discouraged the making of 
any @Miinadversions upon Gen. Turreau’s letter o! 
Dec. 12, 1810. But irresistably impelled, as ] 
was, by principle and by feelings altogether A- 
metican, I prepared in reply my letter of Decem- 
ber 18, 1810, and laid it before Myr. Madison. 





that no French vessels have been unlawfully seized in the , 
ports of the United States, as the law ofesclusion against 
the commerce of France is no more in operation, there | 
can be no longer a solitary reasonable pretext for procras- | 
tinating the delivery of the American property, deta: 
by the French government, into the possession of 
respective’ow 22fs. 

Vhese observations you will not fal to present to the 
view of the French government, in order that the Empe- 


db &. 


1 
' 
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yor may learn that the United States insist upon nething |; 


but theix ackrfowledged rights, and that they still emer- 
tain a desire to adjust all differences with the government 
of France upon a basis equally beneficial and henorable 
to both nations. 
I have the honor to be, &c. &e. 
R. SMITH. 
Gen. Armstrong, Ec. Ge. 





Instead of the animadversions contained in the 
aforegoing letter, the President directed the in- | 
sertion of simply the following section in miy let- | 


Pegceiving upon reading it that he could not but 
acquiesce in ihe sending of it, he mercly suggest- 
ed the expediency of adding to it what might 

ve the effect of preventing the British govern- 
ment from presuming too much upon the ground 
taken inethe ietter. 

This letter of the 18th of December being pro- 
minent inthe catalogue of the offences that had 
brought upon me the displeasure of Mr. Madison, 
our fellow citizens will dispassionately consider 
whether it ought to be looked at as “a sin beyond 
forgiveness.” 

‘lhe following is the letter, and is republished, 
for the convenience of a more easy reference. 


a 
w 
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Zhe Secretary of State to Gen. Turreau. 
Depariment of State, Dec. 18, 1839. 

IR, 

I jiave had the honor of receiving your letter of the 





ter of the 5th of June 1810. | 


*“ Asthe John Adams is daily expected, and as || 


your further communications by her will better |/ 
enable me to adapt to the actual state of our affairs 1 
ith the French government, the observations | 
Proper to be made in relation to their seizure of | 
our property, and to the letter of the Duke of | 
Cadore, of the“14tly Feb. it is by the President |; 
deemed expedient of to make, at this time, any 
such animadversions. I cannot, however, forbear | 
informing you, that a high indignation is felt by 
the President, as weil as by the public, at this act | 
of violence on our property, and at the outrage, 
both inthe language and in the matter, of the let- 
ter of the Duke of Cadore, so justly pourtrayed in ; 
your note to him of the 10th of March.” 

li ts worthy of notice, that the last sentence of 
the above section was mere!y a communication to 
{sen. Armstrong, personally, as to the impresson 
tnade here by that outrage of the French govern- 
ment, and that it was not an instruction to him! 
te make the Emperor of France acquainted with | 
the high indignation felt on the occasion by the 
President and by the nation. It simply shews, 
that our executive had, at that time, but just res- 
vlution enough to impart to ‘fs own minister the 
sentiments of indignation, that had been here ex- 
cited by the enormous outrage of the Rambouillet 
decree, by the insulting audacity of the Duke of 
Cadore’s letter. 

7th. Previously to the mecting of Congress last 
autumn, hexpressed to Mr. Madison my appre- 
hension that the Empcror of France would not 
bona fide fulfii the just expectations of the United 
States ; that ovr commerce would be exposed in 
his ports fo vexatious embarrassments, and that 
tobacco and cotton would prgbebly not be freely ad- 
mitted into France. He ertained a different 
opinion, and, indeed, was confident that the Ber- 
lin and Milan decrees would dora fide cease on the 
first day of November, 1810, and that from that 
day our commercial relations with France would 
be encumbered with no restrictions or emybarrass- 
ments, whatever. I, nevertheless, told him that 

my Lnpressions were such, that I would have a 


} 
{ 
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2th instant, in reply to my inquiries in relation to certufi- 
cates of origin, as well as to the admission into France of 
the products of the agriculture of the United States. 
From your letter it appears, that the importation into 
France of cotton and tobacco, the produce of the United 
states, is, at this time, specially and absolutely prohibited 
From the decree of the 15\h of July, it moreover ap- 
pears, that there can be no importation into France, but 
upon terms and conditions utterly jnadmissible, and that 
theretore, there can be HOimportation a’ all of the fol- 
lowing articles, the produce of the United States, name- 
ly; fish, ot], dye wood, salt tish, codfish, hides and peltry. 


| As these enumerated articles constitute the great in?s 


of the exports from the United States, to France, the 
mind is naturally awakened to a survey of the actual Con- 


an 
worthy of notices has resaited to die United States from 
the revocation of the Berlin and Milan decrees, comimn- 
ed, as itunexpectedly has been with a change in the com- 
mercial system of France, so momentous to the U. States. 

Tie act of Congress of May last had for iis object, not 
merely the recognition of a speculative legitimate princi- 
ple, but the enjoyment of a substantial benefit. The 
overture therein presented obviously embraced the idea 
of commercial advantage. It included the reasonable be 
lief, that an abrogation of the Berlin and Milan decrees 
would leave the ports of France as frce for the introduc- 


ter ‘ 
tries ; 


vious to the promulgation of these decrees. 

The restrictions of the Berlin and Milan decrees had the 
effect of restraining the American merchants from send- 
ingtheir vessels to France. The interdictions'in the system 
that has been substituted, against the admission of Amer. 
ican products, will bave the effect of imposing upon them 
an equal restraint. If, then, for the revoked decrees, mu- 
nicipul laws, producing the same commercial effect, have 
been substituted, the mode oniy, and not the measure. 
has undergone an alteration. And however true it mai 
be, that the change is lawful in form, it is, nevertheless, 
as true, thatit is essentially unfriendiy, amd that it does 


the 27th ult. in which you were pleased to declare tlic 
* distinctly pronounced intention of his imperial majesty ot 
favoring the commercial relations between Franee and tc 
United States in ali the objects of traffic, which shati evi- 
dently proceed from their agriculture or manufactures.” 
If France by her own acts, has blocked up her ports 
against the introduction 6f the products of the United 
States, what motive bus this government, in a discussion 
With a third power, to insist on the privilege of going to 
France ? Whence the inducement tauwrge the annulment 
of a blockade of France, when, ifannulled, no American 
cargoes could obtain a market in any of her ports? In such 











a state of things a blockade of the coast of France would 


dition of the commercial relations beiween the two coun. | 
to the consideration that no practical good, | 


tion of the produce of the United States as they were pre- [ 


not at af comport with the ideas inspired by your letter of 
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be to the United States.as unimporiant, as would bea 
blockade of the coast of the Caspian sea. 

The British edicts may be viewed as having a double 
relation ; first, to the wrong done to the United States, 
second, to the wrong done to France. And it is in the 
latter relation only, that France has a right to speak. 
But what wrong, it may he asked, can France suffer from 
British orders which co-operate with her own regulations! 

However sensible the United States may be to the vio- 
lution of their neutral rights under those edicts, yet, if 
France herself has by her own acts rendered it a theoreti- 
cal instead of a practical violation, it is for this govern. 
mentto decide on the degree in which sacrifices of any 
sort may be required by considerations which peculiarly 
and exclusively relate to the United States. Certain it is, 
that the inducements to such sacrifices are weakened, ag 
faras France can seaken them, by having converted the 
righttu be maintained, into a naked one, whilst the sacri- 


| fices to be made would be substantial and extensive. 


A hope, howeyer, is indulged, that your tetructiong 
from your government will soon enable you 10 give some 
satisfactory explanations of the measures to which refer- 
ence has been made, and thattheir operation m virtue of 
modifications, which bave not yet transpued, will not be 
as has been herein represented. 

‘The President has received with great satisfaction the 
information, that the consuls of France have been hereto- 
fore in the official and authorized practice of furnishing 
certificates of origin to American vessels, as well to those 
destined to neutral ports, as (o these whose sovereigns 
are in alliance with France ; and thatthis practice, sane- 
tioncd by the French government did not cease in any 
part of the United States before the 13th of last month, 
and then only in consequence of a dispatch from the duke 
of Cadore, bearing date the 30th of August preceding. 
This satisfaction arises from the hope, that similar infor- 
mation may have been givento the Danish government, 
and froma sense of the happy influence which sucha 
communication will have had on the American property, 
that had been seized and detained by the privateers of 
Denmark, upon the sup; osition that these certificates of 
origin were spurious and not authorized by the French 
Government. Iris nevertheless, to be regretted, that the 
functionaries of France in Denmark bad not made known 
to the Danish authorities during the eccumerce of such 
outrages on the American trade, the error of denouncing, 
as illegitimate, authentic decuments, which had been law- 
fully issued by the accredited agents of his imperial ma- 
jesty. 

Ihave the honor to be, &c. 
(Signed) 


R. SMITIL 


8th. Itis within the recollection of the Ameri- 
can people, that the members of Congress, during 
the last session, were much embarrassed, as to 
the course most proper to be taken with respect 
to our foreign relations, and that their embarrass- 
ments proceeded principally from the defect 
in the communications to them as to the views of 
the Emperor of the French. ‘lo supply this de- 
fect was the great desideratum. Ata critical pe- 
riod of their perplexities the arrival at Norlolk of 
an Envoy Fxtraordinary from France was an- 
nounced. Immediately thereon all their pro- 
ceedings touching our foreign relations were sus- 
pended. ‘Their measures, as avowed by them- 
selves and as expected by the nation, were then 
to be shaped according to the information, that 
might be received from Mr. Serurier, especially, 
as he necessarily must have left France jong af- 
ter the all important first day of November.—-Up- 
on his arrival at Washington and immediately al- 
ter he had been accredited, knowing as IJ dic, the 
impatience of Congress and of my countrymen, 1 
ost ho time in having with him a conference. 
this conference I concluded. by stating that I 
would take the liberty of addressing to him ¢ note 
propounding the several questions, that I had 
just had the honor of putting to him in conversa- 
tion, and that thus by his answer | should be ena- 
bled to lay before the President with the utmost 
precision his communications tome. I accord- 
ingly, immediately prepared the following 





dravgit of a letter and considering the Presicent’s 
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sanction a matter of course, Thad it in due official | 


form copied by the appropriate clerk. But wait- 
ing on the President with it, and afler having re- 
ported to him vephally the result of the confer- 
ence, I was, to my astonishment, told by bim that 
it would not be expedient to send to Mr. Serurier 
any such note. His deportment throughout this 
intervie y evinced a high degree of disquietude, 
which occasionally betrayed hun into fretful ex- 
pressions. Having in view nothing but the dig- 
nity of the government, and ihe prosperity of my 
country, and, overlooking his peevishness, I en- 
treated nim, but Ina manner the most delicate, 
not te withhold from Congress any information 
that might be useful to them at so momentous a 
juncture, : 

The following is a copy of the letter I had pre- 
pared, as proper in my own opinion, to be sent to 
Mr. Serurier. It needs no comment. 


Depfiartment of State, eb. 20, 1811. 
S 


Srre—Desirous of laying before the President with the 
utmost precision the substance of our conference of this 
day, and knowing that verbal communications are not un 
frequently Misunderstood, I consider it proper to propos 
to you in a written form the questions, which I have had 
the honor of submitting to you in conversation, namely : 

ist. Were the Berlin and Milan decrees revoked in 
whole or in part on the first day of last November? Or, 
have they at any time posterior to that day been so revo- 
ked ? Or, have you, instructions from your government to 
vive to this government any assurance or explanation in 
relation to the revocation or modification of these de- 
crees ’ 

2nd. Do the existing decrees of France admit into 
French ports with or without licenses American vessels 
laden with the produce of the United States, and under 
what reyulations and conditions? 

3d Do they admit into French ports with or without li- 
cences American vessels laden with articles not the pro- 
duce of the United States, and under what regulations 
and conditions ? 

4th Do they permit American vessels with or without 
licences toveturn from France to the United States, and 
vpon what terms and conditions ? 

5th. Is the importation into France, of any articles the 
produce of the United States absolutely prohibited ? and 
ifso, what are the articles so prohibued, and especially 
are tobucco and cotton ? 

6th Have you instructions from your government to 
give to this Government any assurance or explanation in 
relation to the American vessels and cargoes seized under 
the Rambouillet decree ? 
I have the honor to be, &c. &c. 


R. SMITH 
C2. 


1f,. Vito * ye oe 
bal’. Seru sCi's Qc.wel. 


9th. In my letter to Mr. Erskine of April 17th, 


1809, Mr. Madison, proposed, and, contrary to my ff 


ideas of propriety, insisted on inserting the fol- 
lowing patagraph, viz. 

‘“ But Ihave it in express charge from the 
President, to state, that while he forbears to in- 
sist ona further punishment of the offending of- 
ficer, he is not less sensible of the justice and u- 
tility of such an example, nor thé less persuaded 
that it would best comport with what is due from 
his Britannic Majesty to his own honor.” 

‘Yothis paragraph I had two objections : 

ist. It is not reconcilable to that dignified de- 
corum which the comity of governments in their 
intercourse with each other ought to observe. 

OQnd. As ina case of individuals, so ina case of 
nations, wherein a reparation may be tendered 
for an aggravated insult; the party insulted can- 
not consistently accept a reparation in satisfac- 
tion, andin the same letter insist that such repa- 
ration is not as satisfactory as in honor it ought to 
be. Such an acceptance would necessarily imply, 
that the pusilanimity of the party insulted had, 
from a dread of a conflict, disposed him to yield to 
what his logic at the same time told him was not 
an adequate atonement. 


10th. By my letter to Gov. Claiborne of Oct. 
27th, 1810, ordering him to take possession of 
the part of West Florida claimed by the United 
Stafcs, he was authorized to call to his aid the 
repular army and the whole militia fotce of the 
neighboring territories. To this order Mr. 
Madison onnexed, with his own fen, the following 
restrictive quélificaticn, viz. * should, however, 
any paruicuiar place, however small, remain in 
possession of a Spanish force, you will not pro- 
ceed to employ force against it, but you will make 
immediate report thereof to this department.” 

The idea of the whole military force of the 
United States beipg in full march and suddenly 
naling at the first appearance of a Spanish bay- 
onet, ov of their being restrained from taking pos- 
esston to the full extent of what Mr. Madison 
numself considered cur legitimate cluim, was to 


ay mind, so humiliating, that I really could not 


disguise my opinion of the restriction under the 
inask of official reverence. 

lith. In the month of December, next after 
my accession to the Department of State, I dis- 
covered that several Atinerican citizens, claim- 
ents under the 7th article of the British treaty, 
nadin vain presented for payment their respec- 
lve claims. ‘To niy surprize I found that there 
was not within my control any money for the dis- 
charge of these just claims: and, with equal sur- 
prize, I ascertained at the treasury, taat Mr. Er- 
ving our agent at. London had retained in his 
hands, as a commission of 2 1-2 per cent. the 
sum of 22,392 dollars, and that this sum, thus 
re.ained, was the very money that had been paid 
by the British government, in trust, for the iden- 
tical American citizens, whose claims had thus 
in vain been presented for payment. Neither in 
the Department of State, nor in any other depart- 
ment of government, was there to be found any 
record, ov. indeed any trace whatever of a letter 
of any kind authorizing Mr. Erving to retain that 
sum of money. No circumstance in relation to 
it was within the recollectiof-e/ any of the clerks - 
To my predecessor in office I then resorted. 
From him, however, I could obtain no explana- 
tion. I nevertheless stated to him, that the 
claim of Mr. Erving, as it appeared on the books 
of the treaury, was utterly inadmissible. Ist. 
Because being an offier with a fixed annual com- 
pensation, he could not with propricty receive an 
extra emolument, and especially, for the same 
services for which the established compensation 
was allowed. 2. Because the money retained by 
him, was not the property of the United States, 
but was merely in the hands ofthis government, 
in trust, for certain citizens of the United States, 
whose claims under the British treaty had been 
duly sanctioned. Mr. Madison barely remarking 
that he had no knowledge or recollection of any 
of the circumstances of this affair, took occasion 
abruptUy to cali my attention to some other sub- 
ject. Perceiving, as I did, that he was not dis- 
posed to give me any instructions in relation to 
this affair, l informed him that I would Jose no 
time in applying te Mr. Erving for the requisite 
explanation. Andthe following letter was ac- 


| cordingly written and transmitted to him. 


** Departmens of State, Det. 19, 1809. 
SIR, “ ity 

Finding that the suns of money, lieretofore drawn out of 
yeur hands, by authority of this Department, to this 
country with a view to the payment of such claims, un- 


| der awards of the beard of Commissioners acting under 


the 7th article of the British treaty, as you had not pre- 
viously paid in London, are insufficient for that purpose, 


and that upon enquiry at the Treasury, there is still in } 


our hands the sum of 5U38 pounds 7 shillings sterling, 











| lhave to request that you will remit the same in some 


a 


safe and convenient mode to this Department ; and, as 
several claims, which have been preserited here, must 
wait the arrival of unig money for payment, I have further 
to request you to hasten this remittance as much as pos-_ 
sible. ” ” 

* Having learned at the Trea also that you have 
retained this sum as a commission @f 2 1-2 per cent. upon 
the monies, which have passed through your hands, 
ihinkeit proper to apprise you, that no compensation of 
that kind can be allowed 

I have the honor to be, &c. &e. 
R. SMITH” 
George W. Erving, Esq. &c. 

Upon the receiptol this letter Mr. Erving, 
then in Cadiz, in his reply, informed me, that, 
upon his return to the United States, he would 
give me the necessary information. Upon his 
arrival at Washington, he accordingly shewed 
me aleiter from Mr. Madison himself, fully and 
| implicitly authorizing him to retaiiy the sum of 
| money in question. Whence then, it will be ask- 
ed, did it happen, Hat of this letter there was 
no record—no trace whatever in the Depart- 
ment of State? It is because it was not an ofi- 
cial but a private letter, and of which the origenal 
and duplicate were both in Mr. Madison’s own 
hand writing. ‘The following is the copy of this 
letter. 








(DUPLICATE ) 

“ Privaie. Waslgagtan, Nov. 3, 1804. 

** Dear Sir—Your several communications relating to 
the awards, seamen, &c. have been just received, and 
with them your private letter of Sept. lst. As the sub- 
ject of this last may render an early answer interesting 
to you, | hasten to give it. Your observations on the 
reasonableness of some remuneration for your services 
have, as you wished, been submitted to the President. 
The result of his reflections for the present is, that I 
should suggest that you rejain out of the next insta'- 
ment in its passage through your hands to the Barings 
a per centage of 21-2 0n the awards actually reccived 
and to be received by you, and that you state it as an iicm 
in your account with the publie. ‘This will bring the 
equity of your claim regularly before the government, 
and will leave the way open for the choice of modes and 
funds as may finally appear most proper, 

With great esteem and regard, 
Iam, dear sir, your obd’t servant, 
JAMES MADISON. 
© George Erving, Esq. London.” 

Expressing to Mr. Madison my surprize and 
regret that a money transaction to so large an a- 
mount had been made the subject of afrévate let- 
ter, I remarked to him that he weuld now have 
to decide whether Mr. Erving would be allowed 
to retain this sum of money, and that should he 
be so allowed, then an application must necessa- 
rily be made to Congress for an appropriation of 
a like sum to enable the State Department to dis- 
charge the just demands of the claimants under 
the Treaty. I moreover at the same time, stated 
to Mr. Madison, that the agency of Mr. Erving 
had been from September 1801, to September 
1805, and that the private letter of Nov. 1804, 
giving to him 22,392 dollars in addition to his an- 
nual salary of 2000 dollars, was in fact, allowing 
him a compensation of 7598 dollars fem anmum. 
As, however, it appeared to the Pre that 
consistently with this frévate letter, Mr, Erving 
could not in candor or in equity be called upon to 
return to the Government this money, I was of 
course instructed by him to‘give his claim to it 
the sanction of the State Department, and more- 
over, to consider and put on file asa public letter 
the frrivate letter of Nov. 3, 1804. And an =e 
cation was afterwards accordingly made to Cen- 
gress for the requisite appropriation. _.. 

The Senate having passed a resolution calling 
upon the President for certain informvation in re- 
lation to this subject, I frankly declared to him, 
that in case of his bi State Depart- 
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ment for a report, every cons deration of duty 
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would constrain me to set forth all the circum- 
stances of this transaction. He manifested great 
perturbation and fretfully said, that the call of the 
Senate was evidently made with a view to injure 
him. In connexion with this unprecedented ob- 
servation, I wate unequivocal indications of 
dissatisfaction with respect to myself. And well 


* eit . 1 
assured as I am, and believing, as I sincerely do, 


that this affuir bas contributed in a great degree to 
the rupture that has taken place between Mr. 
Madison and myself, [ cannot but consider it a 
proper item in th cat@lorue to be exhibited on 
this occasion to the view of our fellow-ctiizens. 
It will suggest to every mind the following ques- | 
tions : 
Ist. As President Jefferson in the year 1801, 
with a view to save the public money, did, with; 





of the United States in London, with a fixed sal- 
ary of 2,000 dollars per year, to periorm all the 

daties, which had been previously performed by | 
Mr. Willams, Mr. Cabbot and Mr. Lenox, why | 
did Mr. Madison, in 1804, in a frivate way coun- ie 
teract this economical policy, by allowing to Mr. 


the approbation of Mr. Erving, appoint him agent i 
ol 


Tiving a sum of money about the same in a> | 
ynount as the removed officers would have been }| 


entitled to claim, had they all remained in office £ 
2d. Why did Mr. Madison allow to an officer 
having a stated salary, an extra compensation 
greatly exceeding in amount his fixed salary ; and 
especially, as that extra compensation was not for 
extra services ; but merely for the same services | 
for which the stated salary was originally allowed ¢ | 
3d. Why was the Jetter making so unpreceden- | 

{ 

| 





ted an allowance, not an official one—and why 
was there not lefiin the office sometrace of it! | 
th. Why did he depart so much from estab- | 
lished usage, as to take the liberty of using the , 
name of the President in aletter granting monies, | 
when it was intended at the time, not only that the | 
letter was to be a private one, but that no trace of | 
it should thereafter be found in the office ! 
sth. If, in November, 1804, it had been consid- 
ered that Mr. Erving was entitled to the additional 
compessation of so jar rea sum as 22,392 dollars 
fur services past as well asfuture, why bad not the | 
case, ator about that Ume, been presented to 
Congrens for the requisite appropriation £ Why 
pey itbeen suffered to remain so many years en- 
veloped in secrecy and darkness ? 
6th. Why did Mr. Madiscn authorize 


Mr. EP: - 


Ving, to retain this particular sum of money, as it | 
was not the propeity of the United States; as it} 


{ 
‘ 
was in fact in oh hands of this government mere- 
ly in trust for certain citizens of the U. States, and | 
especially as he eeuld not but have known that 
the honest cluims of these suffering citizens 
would in time be presenied for payment, and that, 
in that ease, to satisfy those claims, the same a= 
mount of money must necessarily be a awh 
the treasury, aS Was actually dome, at ihe “iat 

$i0n, rs 

iiaving given to my fellow citizens a view of! 
the circumstances under which have resigned | 
the commission of Sec retary of State, it may not 
be amiiss, as therewith somewhat connected, to | 
give them a short sketch of ghe circumstances un- 
der which that commission h ad Dean received, 

During the eight years of Mv. Jefferson’s ad- 
ministration, Mr. Madison and I were colleagues 
in office. There was between us without inter- 
mission, an intimate personal intercourse. 
the lest four or five years he visited me in my of- 
tice, almost every dey, for the purpose of inter- 
changing idexs upon some affaifs of his depuart- 
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ment. Seldom did he write a paper of any im- 
portance which he did not submit to ny consider- 
ation before he gave to it its last shape. Witha 
knowledge of me thus acquired, upon his becom- 
ing the Presid lent of the U. Stutes, he 


offered to 


|! 


ine in the first instance, the offi ice of Secretary of | i 


the Treasury. Some short time afterwards, and 
while [ was emp! oyed in the ne cessary a aloe 
ry investigations in relation to the deta ils of the 
Treasury Depart ment, Mr, Madison banc called 
upon me and requested me to take the station of 
the Department of State. And at the same time, 
he communicated to me the circumstances, that 
had anna this change in his adniinistration ne- 
vy, which, as they not at all connected }} 
with the designs of this address, it will be improp- 
er here to recite. 
However uwonecessary it may appear to those 
who know me, I deem it proper on this occasion 
to declare, that atno time didI, nor,, as [am well 


cessar are 


i assured, did any relation or other friend of mine, 


give or convey directly to Myr. Madison ov inidi- 
rectly to him through any other person, in any 
manner or form, the eaghrest information, that i 
wished to be either Secretary of the Treasury o1 
Secretary of State. 

Many despicable tales, 
stood, were last winter cove 
Madison by certain abject, designing sycopl 
with a view not only to prejudice, but to ala 
mind, and among others, one 
dent, Gen Armstrong and myself had been em- 
ployedin concerting a to oppose him at the 
next Pres romana electio Phis paltry story | 
had ¢ tery unworthy of notice. And 
perhaps 1, at this time, attach to it too much Im- 
portance in avowing.as [now do, that while [ was 


as I have since und 
tly conveyed to I 

hants, 
rm his 


+ th 


Ut cn. Eierin 
that the \ ice-Presi- 


-onsid red aS ult 


Secretary of State, Pmever had in conversation or 
in writing any communication whetever, divectly 
or incirectiy, upon any such subject with either 
the Vice-President or General ne eg e or 
with either of them through any person whatever. 


But being, at this time, a private citizen, I may, I 
trust, be allowed to declare to my countrymen, as 
I most sincerely do, that to ensure the duration of 
the Republican party, as well as to preserve the 
honor and the best interest of the U. States, it hus 
become indispensabiy necessary, that our presi- 
dent be a iman of energetic mind, of enlarged and 
liberal views, of temperate and dignified deport- 
ment, ol honorable and mat ly feel ings, and i as etli- 
clent In maintaining, as sagacious in discerning 
the rights of our much injured and tnsulied coun- 


wry. R. SMITH. 


Baltimore, June 7, 1811. 

P. S. It is, I trust, not expected by any person 
that I should enumerate the particular nominations 
to the Senate which ] disap proved. Such an un- 
dertaking would, at this time, be as unjustifiable as 
it would be invidious. 


APPENDIX TO MR. SMITH’S ADDRESS. 

The following Letters and. Lxtracis are herve published, 
merely to show how u ijounded ave thétales, with re- 
respect to Mr. JErrzrson, 
lings of Mr. Macison, tor the purpose of 
him, have found it eupedient to resort. 

eMonticelle, June 10t), 1399. 


Sustaining 


6 DEAR SIR, 

t enciose*you a letter from —— one of the mem. 
bers of Pennsylvania which you readily perceive ought to 
have been addressed to you. Lain, however, gratified by 
his mistake in sending it to me, inasmuch as it @ives me 
in Opp ortunity of abs tracting niyseif trom my rural occu. 
Poiions and ; aluting one with whom £ have been connect: 





€/. in service anc iN SOclely so many | years, and to whose 
id and relict on at imporiant portion of the public cares 
Ihave been so much indebted. i do it witb clacere af- 
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to which certain under. | 
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)Sullmy hopes and confidence 


} | The 
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Stant praver 


; cations, and that, so far from 





ection and gratitude, an look back with peculiar satis. 
faction on the harmony and cordial good will, which (o 
ourselves and our brethren of the Cabinet, so much sweet. 
ened our toils. From the characters now associated in 
the Administration, [have no doubt of the continuance of 
the same cordiality so interesting to themselves and tothe 
public ; and great as are the difficulties and dangers en. 
vironing our camp, [sleep with perfect composure, know. 
ing why are watching for us. 

1 pray you to pt resent me respectfully to Mrs. Smith, 
and to accept my prayers that you may long continue in 
the enjoyment of health and the publie esteem ia return 
tor your useful services, past and tu come. 

TH JEFFERSON, 
Robert Smith, Secretary of State. 
Exctract of a letter from Me « Sehfevsan to RR. Smith, dated 
Ma nticello, Sept. 23, 1310, work in Many. 

, intended for publication at some Suture day. 

Vou ‘ see what Dhave made of it (the subject) by 
the ae which Ldforward inthe hope you will hs 


and correct it. Will you do me -the favour to put on 


The Eon 


nelosing rea 


serept 


sigue! 


| paper such cerrections as you ¥ ould advise and forward 
i them to me? 
fect.on and respect ” 


I pray you to be assured of my constant af: 
«Moniiceile, April 30, 1811, 
** Dear Sir, 

* Lt have learned with ecncere concern the circumstan. 
ces Which have taken place at Washington. Their first 
confirmation to me was fromthe National Intelligencer. 
were that your retirement 

on your part. A letterl 
rece.aved makes me suppose Was a more seri- 
ous nusunderstar.ding than Thad apprehended.—No one 
ivels inore painfully than I do the separation of friends, 
and sulk itn myse funder whatever inflicts sufferance on 
them, I condole with them mutually and ‘ask the mutual 

‘mission to esteem all, asever l did ; not to know their 
dif erences nor ask the causes of them, The harmony 
which mnade me happy while at Washington is as dear to 
now as it Was the n, and I should be equally afflicted 
were it by any circumstances to be | im paire d as to myself. 
I have so much con fidence in the candor and liberality of 
b ith parties as to trust that the misunderstanding will not 
be permitted to lead to any sinister effects, and my con- 
will be for ble: ssines on you all 


Vas p 


[ urely a matter of choice 


ave there 


Tu. JEFFERSON. 
Robert Snith, Esg. Balsimore 
“ Baltimore, May———}811 


‘* Dear Sir, 
“With great satisfaction I have just received your 
frie shally letter of the SUih ult. Of the occurrence at 
Washington I had as litue suspicion as you had. And, at 
this moment, I Know not to what kind of intatuation to at- 
tribute it. ° 
‘From one of your old and uniform friends, I some 
days since received a letter, requesting information, as to 
the ground there was for the opinion, that you had been 
privy to thistransaction, stating, at the time, that he 
could Let for a mor allow himself to give any kind of 
credit to so improbable a tale. Lat once assured him, 
that it wasto be referred to the numeruus class of fabri- 
entertaining myself sucha 
| Suspicion, I was confident there was not the slightest 
ground for the in putation, and, by way of illustration, I 
transmitted to him for his individual s ss faction, cop} ies of 
two letters, I had received from you after my accession to 
he Department of State 
** T entreat you, sir, to remain assured, that with sent 
ments, as Eresveqen as pleasing, I at thus time do, andjl 
trust, Lever will : ita just sense of vour diguified, Iib- 
e ral, trank de pal sae ent towards me on every occasioP dur- 
ng your admunistration, and that, how ever Gasposed I may 
be lo lorgive an enemy, I never dd sbandeun « iriend. 
I have the hoor to be, 


same 


rent 


Fe. 
“R SMITH 


ie Ton Th omas Jefe reo, Monticello ' 
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